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In The Rough Chapter: Pink
Peony Club

Rose Buddy is betrayed by his own
pride and lack thereof at the local gay

club downtown.

“Hey, you're Rose Buddy, aren’t you? My
sister loves you man, what are you doin’
here?”

Buddy jolted at his name and nearly broke
his neck to get a good look at the bacterial
man he’'d never met in his life calling for him.

He was a well built muscular guy with soft
edges to his face and a stylish coif of cilia
that fell down the sides and back of his head
effortlessly. A dark jacket dressed his
shoulders overtop a light button up, leading
down to his leather belt adorned with a thick
buckle, nice jeans with no tears and some
scuffed dress shoes. Oh, he was getting a
good look at him, alright. But it was back to
reality for him.

“Oh, um, it’s really not what it looks like,” he
sputtered as he frantically stirred the straw in
his drink. He glanced over at Sakana



dancing his heart out in the distance with
some other man who traced his hands to his
roommate’s gyrating hips. “I'm here as
emotional support. For a friend, you know.
Watching her drinks, making sure she
makes it home with a heartbeat, all that
jazz.”

Rose Buddy started covertly gulping down
the vodka, hoping the gentleman wouldn’t
see the level falling below the ice so fast.

“Okay, | get it, | get it.” He scratched the
back of his neck, body swaying side to side.
Oh he could NOT stand up straight, could
he? “It's just, it's such a damn shame, ‘cause
I've always thought you were REALLY
cute... You know, in another life, I'd have
asked your number by now.”

Buddy blushed under the cover of the
strobing lights and the guy’s beer goggles.

“l won’t bother you anymore, but. Wait. Can |
get you to sign something for me? For my
sister, | mean.”

Oh, you can have my number instead. More
than that, even, thought Rose Buddy.

“Um, yeah, sure,” he managed instead. He
produced a receipt and a marker from his
pocket, scrawling his signature across the
thermal paper before the bacterial thanked
him and made off in the other direction in a
slow zigzagging dance to the music.

Buddy sighed. He flagged down the
bartender for another drink. Or maybe four.






Taurus, you're 2 homebady at heart. It couldn't hurt to
get outside and enjoy the sights. You're ruled by Venus,
planet of love, romance, and beauty. perhaps an art

. museum date or 3 window shopping trip would spice
| things up in your stable routine.

\

ancer- “June 7728 July 2204 '

/’”ﬁ;ﬂh‘wﬂ” sign.
world would stop giving you

\ well, maybe if the
ﬂ N reasons 1o live up to it, you wouldn’t be that way!
) Take extra good care of yourself when you're
stressed and treat yourself to your favorite snack
and some much needed rest.

Geor::r:) zou’re_ not as two faced as people make you
e whe. Stitl, you_have trouble making up your
ot fl:;:L faced with good chaices. You have the
e nw your gut and tisten to your instincts.
nds like a good idea, go all in with your
whole heartin it.
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Virgo, what are you 50
wound up about? Aside from
everything, of course. we
know you don’t like to show
your less graceful side at
times, but everyone deserves

to let their hair down and
their belly show. You have

toved ones you can relax
around, don't forget to rely
on them every now and t

Leo, you are alwa ]
ﬂl;t:: go! Whether y::’r:
ng about with social
plans or thinking endless
thoughts inside your
head, it sounds like you
need to take a breather
Let yourself slow dawn.
ﬂ.c:amd stop to smell the
wers. After all, the lion
sleeps tonight!

hen.
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Scorpio, are you alright? At a 533 ‘ a ' ﬁ&wmbf/? ?_.;_;_
glance, people may think o
you're pretty chill, but you've // Sagittarius, as a fire sign,
got a lot of feetings you like to spread out like

undemeath that chitinous wildfire to do all that you
shell. if you're net in the set out to do. This can be a
mood to lean on someone's blessing, but be mindfut of
_shuulder, set some time when to dial it back and be
aside to update your journal aware of others in your
orstart one! It's a great path. Know the difference
outlet for when you're up to between being goal
here with other people. oriented and just plain
stubborn, your loved ones
will thank you!

Libra, your lifeis a
balancing act in many
parts. You may be a {ogical
air sign, but this doesn't
mean you're heartless. In
fac, this gives you a good
sense of justice. There's a
lot to be rited up over in
recent times, so be sure to
. check in with yourself and
o 0 [} bo priaritize your well being as
well as being an activist.

Capricorn, you are a go
getter with a realistic attitude
for getting things done. You
like to see things through
and done right. Don't let
perfectionism get in the way
of enjoying yourself,
however. Whether it's in your
career, hobbies, etc., make
way for lenience because
you're only human after all!

Aquarius, you are oneofa
kind. You're the hardest of
the signs to pinpoint
because no two of you are
quite alike. Instead of
lamenting it, you oughta
embrace your individuality
and make a vow to become
increasingly weird. Get into

Pisces, you have a gentle
‘ tender heart that you wear
|on your sleeve a lot of times.

weirder fetishes or drop e
any shame over what you | This is your strength! You
atready like! love honestly and openly.

You also have a bit of a shy
streak when it comes to the

unknown. When you feel
|uncertain, check in with your

gut feeling and let your I
emational compass guide,

not redirect your actions.
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